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Corporation of Hamilton Board Meeting, City Hall, Hamilton – 14 September 2011 

  

Present:  Rt. Wor. Charles R Gosling, JP, Chairman 

   Alderman Glen C Smith, JP  

     Alderman Pamela G Ferreira, JP 

     Alderman John W Harvey, JP (part) 

     Councillor Marshall E Minors 

     Councillor Nicholas Swan 

     Councillor Dennis G Tucker, JP 

     Councillor Walter F Cross, JP 

 

Staff:   The Secretary – Ed Benevides, JP 

   The Treasurer – Gary Edwards 

     City Engineer – Patrick Cooper 

     Human Resources Director – Sakina Darrell 

     Events Project Manager – Danilee Trott 

 

  Apologies:  Councillor Pamela Quarterly 

     Ports Superintendant – Earl Francis 

     Communications Manager – Aderonke Bademosi  

 

 

1. Review of Corporation minutes of 6 July 2011 

  

 The minutes were accepted as read. 

 Proposed: Councillor Tucker  Seconded: Alderman Ferreira 

 Unanimous 

   

2. Matters Arising 

 

 Signage – The Secretary said that neither HSBC or Digicel have been advised that their 

signage is in contravention of the 1911 Act.  It was decided that we will not write to either 

organisation until after the Infrastructure Committee has reviewed the signage ordinance.  

Alderman Ferreira asked that in the meantime the two organisations are told that their 

signage is an infringement on the Act.  Alderman Smith said this would mean sending a lot of 

letters because there are many retailers and companies who are currently in infringement of 

the Act throughout the City.  It was agreed that Infrastructure Committee would review the 

ordinance and bring a recommendation to the Board in November.  The Mayor suggested that 

in the meantime we also confer with the Department of Planning to see what their position is 

in terms of policing the Act because there are a number of infringements throughout the 

island and we should be fully supportive of the initiatives of Government.   

 

 Public Participation at Board Meetings – The Governance Committee had been charged with 

the review of the policy on public participation to determine if a definition of representation 

and tightening of the policy is required.  This item will be dealt with under the review of the 

Staff, Legislative & Governance Committee minutes. 
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 Bermuda Nights – It was noted that Alderman Harvey had not advised Alderman Ferreira of 

the dates that Bermuda Nights would be taking place.  The series of events have now come to 

an end. 

 

 Letter to Government re: Lighting on Docks – Alderman Ferreira asked whether the letter 

had been written to Government as resolved at the last Board Meeting.  The Secretary said 

this had been a resolution passed by the Board for a letter to be written by the Board in 

conjunction with CSM and Stevedoring Services not an action item.  The Mayor confirmed 

that the letter will be written prior to the next Board Meeting.     

 

3. Review of Committee Minutes: 

    

a) Property Committee – no meeting in August 2011 

 No recommendations. 

 

b) Development Committee – 4 August 2011 

  Planning Application P0405/11 – 66 North Street - Proposed addition on upper level 

of warehouse extension.  Office and washroom over existing office and walkway.  Small 

addition with no issues.   

  RESOLUTION: That planning application P0405/11 – 66 North Street - is 

approved. 

  Proposed:  Alderman Ferreira  Seconded: Councillor Minors 

  Unanimous 

 

  Planning Application P0381/11 – 7 Dundonald Street – Proposed renovations and 

additions to existing commercial and residential.  Small two storey development between 

Brunswick Street and Elliott Street car park.  The City Engineer recommends the 

application with no objections subject to conditions: 

- Improving visibility at junction by clearing out the street level set back. 

- Providing garbage bin storage area within the property. 

- Provision of handicapped access. 

- Application to connect to City sanitary sewer. 

- To indicate a change of use on the application. 

RESOLUTION: That planning application P0381/11 is approved subject to conditions 

set out by the City Engineer. 

  Proposed:  Councillor Tucker  Seconded: Councillor Minors 

  Unanimous 

 

  Alderman Ferreira confirmed that her Committee will be meeting with 

Mr Malcolm Butterfield of KPMG on Monday 26th September at 10.30am to discuss the 

Waterfront Development Project.  The Recording Secretary was asked to extend the 

invitation to all Members. 

  ACTION: The Recording Secretary to extend the Special Development Committee 

Meeting invitation to all Members. 
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a) Staff, Legislative & Governance Committee – 18 August 2011 

  No recommendations. 

   

  Councillor Tucker mentioned that at the last Board Meeting, Alderman Ferreira had 

sought a definition of representation in relation to the policy for public participation at 

meetings.  The Committee had found it challenging to write some guidelines for defining 

what individuals could bring before the Board and the Committee supported the policy 

wording that was previously proposed.  The Mayor said he understands to a certain 

extent what Alderman Ferreira is concerned but we should allow the practice to be as 

open as possible, especially at a time when we are trying to open up transparency and 

the ability for constituents to speak at Board Meetings.  If we see that these 

opportunities are being mis-used by certain individuals or certain groups then we can 

look at the policy again with a view to restricting some of the things that can be brought 

before the Board but until that actually happens we should be trying to do as broad a 

democratisation as we can.  Alderman Ferreira said her question had not been in any way 

to interfere with that objective and the public should be able to attend the Board 

Meetings to ask questions or make presentations but if we are not clear on the meaning 

of the word representation, then it should be removed from the wording of the 

document.  The Mayor said representation can be in a number of different formats and 

a certain amount of flexibility should be given to the Chair to decide what is and is not 

acceptable.  It was agreed that any reference to Committees would be removed from 

the policy wording and that representation at Committee Meetings will be reviewed 

separately. 

  RESOLUTION: That the Board approves the “Public Participation at Meetings” 

Policy, as presented at 6th July 2011 Board Meeting. 

  Proposed:  Councillor Tucker  Seconded: Councillor Cross 

  Unanimous 

  ACTION: The Secretary to send all Members a copy of the Public Participation at 

Meetings Policy. 

 

b) Finance Committee – 17 August 2011 

 No recommendations. 

 

 Councillor Tucker mentioned that the Treasurer was going to provide the Committee 

with the cost of our in-kind contribution towards the Harbour Nights event.  The 

Secretary said that this year we will have a much clearer picture of what our in-kind 

costs are.   

 

 Councillor Tucker asked The Secretary whether he had advertised the fact that City 

Hall is now the only place selling the old style parking vouchers.  The Secretary said this 

will be done once the Communications Manager returns from her vacation and there are 

in fact a couple of other places who are still selling the vouchers so we are not quite the 

only one. 

 

 It was confirmed that the Committee had approved a $5,000 donation to CADA which 

was the same amount donated last year.  The Secretary confirmed that we had 

budgeted to make a contribution in 2011. 
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 Councillor Tucker confirmed that the Committee had approved the 2nd Quarter Finances 

and the Treasurer mentioned that no significant changes have taken place since the 

publication of our accounts.   

 

  The Mayor said that even though we are experiencing a number of challenges this year, 

under the leadership of the management team, and in particular the Treasurer and City 

Engineer, there has been a very careful review of the revenues that we have been 

receiving and great care has been taken with our expenses (operational and capital) 

which has meant we have been able to offset the drop in revenue.  This has been done at 

great cost in terms of putting aside a number of necessary projects but we have kept 

the City running and City of Hamilton employees have remained employed.  The Mayor 

congratulated and thanked the management team along with Councillor Tucker for his 

oversight as Chairman of the finance committee. 

 

 Alderman Ferreira asked whether the Finance Committee has received any information 

on Harbour Nights ie: a postmortem of the 2011 event and budget for 2012.  It was 

confirmed that we had not received anything since the close of Harbour Nights and the 

postmortem had taken place so we were not expecting to receive anything at this time.  

As part of the 2012 budget process we would follow up with the Chamber of Commerce. 

 

c) Infrastructure Committee – 22 August 

 Alderman Smith said that representatives from Greenrock had made a presentation to 

the Committee.  They would like to install up to twelve hydration stations at various 

locations in the City.  The idea is to encourage reusable bottle usage and reduce plastic 

waste.   

 Councillor Swan asked whether there would be a charge for the water and Alderman 

Smith confirmed it would be a free service. 

 Alderman Ferreira asked who would maintain the machines.  Alderman Smith said that 

about four or five machines will be installed initially although Greenrock will probably 

ship twelve machines to the island to save on shipping costs.  The machines will be 

maintained by City of Hamilton but Greenrock stated that they have been talking to 

other companies regarding maintenance in order to reduce the cost to City of Hamilton.   

 Alderman Ferreira also asked what type of public liability insurance we will have to 

protect the City of Hamilton.  Alderman Smith said this will be an issue that we will 

need to look at. 

 RESOLUTION: That the Board approves the proposal put forward by Greenrock to 

install water hydration stations in the City of Hamilton.   

  Proposed:  Alderman Smith  Seconded: Councillor Minors 

  Unanimous 

 

 The Mayor left the meeting due to a conflict with the next item.  

 Alderman Smith took the Chair. 

  

1.30pm – Alderman Harvey joined the meeting. 
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 Mr Rick Olson, owner of Bermuda Bistro, made a presentation to the Committee for al 

fresco dining at his establishment.  The Committee had been advised by the City’s 

technical officers that it would not be a problem to house additional tables and chairs 

on the sidewalk outside Mr Olson’s property.  The Secretary confirmed that the 

furniture will be removed at the end of every evening. 

 RESOLUTION: That the Board approves the al fresco dining request from Bermuda 

Bistro, 103 Front Street.   

  Proposed:  Councillor Minors  Seconded: Councillor Cross 

  Unanimous 

  

 The Mayor returned to the meeting and took the Chair. 

 

 Alderman Smith said Mr Donte Hunt made a presentation to the Committee to start up 

his EcoSteam Car Clean system in some of our City car parks.  The Committee had 

agreed that the technical officers and The Secretary will receive a demonstration of 

the cleaning equipment and then determine if it is viable and which car parks it would be 

suitable for.  The City Engineer confirmed that all the EcoSteam equipment will be 

removed at the end of each day and nothing will be left in the car parks overnight.  

 Alderman Ferreira asked where the water for the car cleaning system would come from 

and it was confirmed Mr Hunt will supply his own water. 

 Alderman Ferreira said she is loathed to approve the request in principle and she would 

prefer that the technical officers do their review first prior to the decision being made 

by the Board.  Alderman Smith said this application is no different from vendors who 

apply to sell food and Councillor Tucker said we should welcome applications such as this 

especially if it will alleviate the vagrant problem in the car parks.   

 RESOLUTION: That the Board approves in principle the EcoSteam Car Clean 

system proposal put forward by Mr Donte Hunt with terms and conditions for its 

usage to be determined by CoH Technical Officers.  

  Proposed:  Alderman Smith  Seconded: Councillor Swan 

  Abstention:  Alderman Ferreira 

  Motion was carried 

 

 Alderman Smith said that when the City of Hamilton implemented the 15 minute rule in 

the docks and the police started ticketing boats, we had a number of requests from 

people, especially those living on the outer islands, regarding the mooring of their 

dinghies.  Individuals have moored their boats for a number of years in Barr’s Bay but 

they are now receiving tickets and being moved on and there is nowhere for them to 

secure their boats.  The Committee had agreed that the City of Hamilton would install a 

temporary, free of charge, tie-up area for dinghies in the western corner of Barr’s Bay 

adjacent to BF&M.  Alderman Smith said the reason the tie up area is temporary is 

because the tour boat operators have intimated that they might be prepared to sponsor 

or pay for the reinstatement of the floating dock.  We do not currently have the funds 

available to install a floating dock and this interim solution is to gauge what the demand 

from the public will be.  
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 RESOLUTION: To install a temporary dinghy tie-up area at the western end of 

the dock at Barr’s Bay Park.   

  Proposed:  Alderman Smith  Seconded: Councillor Swan 

  Unanimous 

 

 A letter was received from the Ministry of Tourism regarding the Bermuda Marathon 

weekend.  They are requesting that we close two car parks for a few hours on each day 

of the event to help them with their set up process.  The City Engineer had also 

suggested that the southern side of Front Street is closed to aid traffic flow during 

this time.  The City Engineer said the event has gained in popularity and in the past, the 

event organisers have found it difficult to set up whilst the car parks are still open and 

that the organisers are being proactive this year in asking us early to assist them.   

 

 The Mayor said the retail division of the Chamber of Commerce had received the same 

letter and an email had been sent out to all the retail members within that area of the 

City to see if they had any objections.  It is the Mayor’s belief that there were no 

objections and they are fully supportive of trying to encourage more tourism at such a 

quiet time of the year. 

 RESOLUTION: That the Board agrees to close No. 1 and No. 5 car parks from 

2.00pm on Friday 13th and Saturday 14th January 2012 to allow vendors to set up 

for the Bermuda Marathon weekend. 

  Proposed:  Alderman Smith  Seconded: Alderman Harvey 

  Unanimous 

 

 The Secretary said he has a further recommendation which was reviewed by the 

Committee on September 12th and which is being brought to the Board today and not in 

October because it is of a time sensitive nature.  The request is from the retail division 

of the Chamber of Commerce and is for free car parking to support their Fashion Night 

Out event. 

 RESOLUTION: That the Board approves the request from Ms Paula Clarke (Retail 

Division, Chamber of Commerce) to allow free parking in City Hall, Par-La-Ville, 

Bulls Head, Cavendish, Kings Street and No. 1, 5 and 8 car parks from 3.00pm on 

Friday 30th September, Thursday 3rd November and Friday 4th November 2011 to 

encourage members of the public to participate in the Chamber’s Fashion Night Out 

event. 

  Proposed:  Councillor Minors  Seconded: Alderman Harvey 

  Unanimous 

 

  Councillor Tucker referred back to the Bermuda Bistro al fresco dining application and 

he mentioned that the sidewalk outside this establishment is often very greasy and 

dirty.  Councillor Tucker suggested that we use steam cleaning equipment on this 

sidewalk and also at the Bus Terminal as well.  The Secretary said the Bus Terminal 

sidewalk (under the awning) is not our responsibility and should be attended to by the 

Public Transportation Board.  We have in fact made an offer to clean the sidewalk for 

them but they have never taken us up on this.   
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  The City Engineer said that the owner of the Bermuda Bistro is aware of the issue and 

if he is going to be serving food adjacent to this area, then he must realise that he will 

have to keep the area clean. 

 

  2.15pm – Alderman Smith left the meeting. 

 

4. Any Other Business 

 

 The Mayor said he received a request from Comunita di Sant’Egidio which is a community in 

Italy which has been calling upon cities throughout the world to put an end to the death 

penalty.  The Mayor passed the information on to the Members for their consideration. 

 

 Alderman Ferreira asked for an update on the busker programme.  The Events Project 

Manager said that due to lack of manpower, the programme has been deferred until October 

2011. 

 

The public part of the meeting closed at 2.20pm. 

 

 

 

 

______________________________  _______________________________ 

Date        Mayor 

 

 

 

        _______________________________ 

        Secretary 


